
On The Hook external review of MSC:
Summary of consultation responses

Overview
On The Hook's public consultation ran from April-July 2022, with the aim of
understanding a range of stakeholder perspectives about the Marine Stewardship
Council's (MSC) ecolabelling scheme. The survey received 69 responses from NGO,
government, academic, industry, retail and consumer respondents across 14
countries (please note that not all respondents answered all questions).

Key findings
 

56% of respondents felt that the MSC does not currently serve as an effective
driver of sustainable fishing and 57% that it is not currently an effective indicator
of sustainable fishing, against just 16% and 18% respectively who felt the MSC was
effectively fulfilling those roles.



77.5% of respondents felt that the MSC's use of the term 'sustainable' was not
appropriate and that it was not in line with market and consumer expectations.



75% of respondents felt
there were specific
instances in which a fishery
should not have received
MSC certification; only 6%
felt there were not.

67% of respondents felt
there were fishing types,
practices or other activities
certified by the MSC which
are not appropriate for
sustainable fisheries; only
4% disagreed.

40% of respondents believe
the MSC has lowered its
standards for certification
as it has grown.



49% believe the MSC's
reviews of its Fisheries
Standard and other
documents such as the
Fisheries Certification
Process are not responsive
and frequent enough to
keep pace with evolving best
practice and emerging threats.

43% of respondents feel they do not have sufficient opportunity to share their views with the
MSC. 60% of respondents who have engaged with the MSC processes feel that the
views they presented were not adequately represented in subsequent policy
outcomes.



To find out more or join the campaign: 

onthehook.org.uk @OnTheHookMSC info@onthehookorg.uk

Key issues

For any additional questions or queries regarding further data, please contact the
MarFishEco Ltd team at MSCreview@marfisheco.com.

For general questions about On The Hook, please use the contact details below.

Contact

http://onthehook.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/onthehookmsc
mailto:MSCreview@marfisheco.com

